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AZ a time when Literary Journals are more numerous than uſeful, 
jt ſeems neceſſary to ſtate to the public, the reaſons that have 
induced us to undertake the publicatiou of a new one. 

Tur true deſign of a Literary Journal is, in our opinion, to give 
ſuch an account of new publications, as may enable the reader to 
judge of them for himſelf, Res | 
| fas want of time to draw up faithful accounts and abſtracts of 
books, or the want of room to ;ndere them when executed, introduced 
the practice of the Jonrnaliis themſelves giving final judgments on the 
works that came before them: nor would we be underſtood to condemn 
all critical remarks—When avell-founded and candid, they are undoubt- 
edly uſeful. . . | 
* Bvr the moſt reſpeRable of the earlier Crirics, M. Le Clerc, M. de 
n Roche, &c. while they gave their own opinions of books, did not loſe 
ght of the neceſſity of enabling their readers to judge for themſelves, 
by ſuch accounts and extracts, as were ſufficient 2 that purpoſe, 
Whereas in later times, the writers of literary journals, flattered by the 
attention paid to their deciſions, and gratified by the influence they have 
E obtained over authors, have filled their publications with little clſe 
| than their own opinions and wy ge. The old Journaliſts appear, 
only to introdpce their Principals, while the modern ones ſeem to men- 
tion theſe, only to bring forward themſekves. To tell what is contained 


in a book, which ought to be their great object, is become with them a 


ſecondary matter ; awidit the ſplendour of their remarks the original 
author is often eclipſed; and amidit the multitude of their criticiſms, 


he is overwhelmed and loſt. 


Bur this is not all. Reviewers have engaged in avars with authors; 


and men without a name, from the ſhade of obſcurity in which they 
were conccaled, have ventured to abuſe at random the firſt literary cha- 
racters, In many caſes they have entirely loſt ſight. of that modeſty, 
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which ought always to accompany him, who being a private individual, 
preſumes to ſpeak to the public at large, and have ſet themſelves up as 
oracles, and diſtributed from their dark thrones, deciſions to regulate 
the ideas and ſentiments of the muri world. 5 

t 


Wu Literary Journaliſts make themſelves parties in great contro- 
verted queſtions, they take an unfair advantage of an Author, becauſc 
the circulation of their publication is much greater than that of his. 
They may miſtake his meaning, or ſhamefully pervert it, and though 
he may make a complete defence againſt their attacks, yet his labour is 
In vain : the whole world reads the objections, while his anſwer ſcarcely 
extends beyond the narrow circle of his own friends, Thus the ſale of 
his work, as far as their credit extends, is impeded. The conſequence 
has been, that they have gradually loſt that impartialiry which we hold. 
10 be eſſential to their character, and have in many caſes become mere 
party men, who wrote apparently for no other purpoſe, but to pull 
down or build up particular ſyſtems. Myſterious tranſactions have 
taken place between Authors or Bookſellers and Reviewers, and the 
reſpectable part of the public, ſuſpecting that there was more of. this 
diſhonourable buſineſs done than really was the caſe, have loſt their 
confidence in ſuch Critics; and thus the character and reputation of the 
journals have been injured and degraded. 

Bxs1DE theſe reaſons, which have induced us to meditate, for ſome 
time paſt, the pablication of a New Work of this kind, we might men- 
tion others. The plan of the earlier Journaliſts who took in fewer 
Books and gave a fuller account of them, appears to us preferable to 
that of the modergs, who, by taking in many, give an imperfect account 
of all. . The pre 5 with trifling and temporary publications, 
while the number of truly srAN ARD works, which add to the ſtock 
of human knowledge, and will live beyond a day, is very ſmall indeed. 

Of theſe only, a large account ought to be given, and that ſuch a one as 
Le Clerc uſed to give; an account that in ſome degree conveyed to the 
reader a knowledge of the book—of the reſt it is ſufficient to put 


down the titles, or to give a brief character. | 
Stier the diſcontinuance of Mr. Maty's Review, by the death of 
the learned author, we have had no Publication which has not been very 
Beficient in communicating * Literary News.” It is indeed attended 
with trouble and expence, to collect ſuch intelligence, but it forms in 
our opinion, a moſt intereſting, and pleaſant part of a Literary Journal. 
None of the elder writers omitted it, and in many of the foreign ones it 
15 ſtill retained. Every mar of letters muſt regret the want of it in our 
own. _. | pa De OT I rant 1% | 
Tux accounts of foreign Literature in our Journals have been cen- 
ſured, we think with ſome reaſon, as being often deſective; and both 
foreign books, and thoſe publiſhed at home, have been unaccountably 
delayed on many occaſions. It occurs to us, that ſomething might be 
done to remedy theſe defects by the publication of a New Work. 
Covib we purſue our own plan it would be to have one purely 
analytical. The true idea of a Literary Journal is to give the His To 
df the republic of letters. But as ſuch a plan, however approved by the 
thinking few, woyld ſcarcely meet with encouragement, ſufficient to 
defray the expences, from the public at large, acęuſtomed to a different 
mode of reviewing, we have reſolved not to attempt it on the pure ana- 
157 plan, but to take it up on another, which ſhall partly coincide 
with our own ideas, and partly with that purſued by the reft of our 
brethren, We adopt this, not as the Yet plan, but as the beit that - 


munications relative to the ſtate of literature and a 


ANALYTICAL REVIEW.' iz 
Le put in practice. This New Journal will appear monthly. It will 


bare more of an analytical caſt in it than any other, and on that account. 
we ſhall call it, The ANALYTICAL REVIEW. | 
In the judgments given on books, the writers will endeavour to 
conduct themſelves with that degree of modeſty which is moſt ſuitable 
to their character. Where abſurdity and immorality are attempted to 
be impoſed on the public, they will certainly think themſelves authoriz- 
ed to raiſe the rod of criticiſm, but will not deem themſelves entitled to 
interfere in a dictatorial manner, when authors of approved learning and 
genius have produced a work containing an elaborate chain of facts and 
arguments, nor pretend by the haſty reading of an hour to contute the 
labour of years. i | | | | 
IT has been propoſed to us to receive from authors an analyſis of their 
own works, and in ſome caſes this may be defirable. Certainly no one 
is ſo well qualified to tell what is contained in a book as he who wrote 
it“. But at the ſame time we muſt add, that all ſuch analyſes muſt be 
ſabject to reviſal, and to ſuch alterations as we judge neceſlary ; becauſe 
ſome authors, from the influence of particular motives, may be led to 
give too ſuperficial an account of their works, while others, and theſe 
the far greater number, over-rating the importance of their own publi- 
cations, may furniſh more extended accounts than we could, in juſtice 
to our readers, inſert. | ; bt 
CoMMUNICATIONS of literary intelligence, are earneſtly ſolicited, 
and will be properly attended to : letters from foreign correſpondents 
may be written either in Latin, French, Italian, Spaniſh, or German. 
Sou months ago, we circulated amongſt our literary friends the 
preceding plan for the publication of a New Literary Journal. Objec- 
tions may be made to any plan, but we are happy to find that ours has 
met with the approbation of thoſe whoſe judgment we moſt reſpect, and 
whoſe eſteem we are chiefly deſirous to cultivate. ? 5 
Ir has been inſinuated that the Analytical Review originated from a 
party, and is meant to ſerve their purpoſes. We give ourſelves little 
trouble about ſuch reports. The public will ſoon judge from the exe- 
cution of our work, whether we are ſincere or not in our profeſſions of 
impartiality, and to them we appeal. | | 
Ir has been recommended to us to announce the deaths of learned 


. Perſons, and to add, when it can be got, a ſhort account of their lives, 
and a liſt of their writings. We ſhall be happy to communicate intel- 


ligence of this kind to our readers, and ſhall deem ourſelves obliged to 
any one who will furniſh us with authentic information. | 
Weg beg leave to repeat our requeſt, that thoſe who have acceſs to 
ſources of intelligence, will be kind enough to fayour us with com- 
„ new diſcoveries, 

new publications, &c. We hope to render this part of our work 
equally amuſing and inſtructive, but much will depend on the liberality 
of ſuch perſons as have it in their power to. give us information, 
Thoſe whoſe object it is to diffuſe intelligence over the kingdom in 
general, or to announce it to foreign nations, will probably tind their 
advantage in communicating it to us, it being one part of our defign 
to eſtabliſh a repoſitory for genuine information in every department 


* Celui qui a compoſe un livre ſeroit le plus propre à Pabreger, et le Journaliſte 
ne peut reo ſſir qu'en reiCtant en partie le caractere de VAuteur,” M. Maty. Bib. 
Britannique, Jo. I. | R | 

of 
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of Literature and Science. And we hope ingenious men, who have. 

made diſcoveries, will ſee the propriety of our opinion, that it is much 

better to gratify the curioſity of mankind by a ſhort authentic account. 
than to ſuffer them to be miſrepreſented, miſconceived, traduced * 
ridiculed by the falſe reports and. abſurd ſtories which are common! 
propagated in ſuch caſes. For the public are inquiſitive, and 9 
they cannot procure a true account, will rather liften to a doubtful one 
than have none, 

* 1 he firit number of this work was publiſhed in June laſt; it i; 
continued. on the firſt day of every month: each number contains eight 
ſheets, or 128 pages, price 18. 6d, en 

The firſt volume, conſiſting of fire numbers, is now completed 

- . . , 

ice 75. 6d. in boards. It contains a complete and ſcientilie Analyſis 
of the following intereſting works. | 

Dr Ross1's Various Readings of the (1d Teſtament, 4 vols. 4to, 

Krns's Morſels of Criticiſm to illuſtrate the Scriptures, Ito. 

G1pBox's Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, vols. 4th, 5th 

and 6th, 4to. : ys, 

PRIESTLEY's Lectures on Hiſtory and General Policy, 4to. 

Rz1Dy's Eſſays on the active Powers of Man, 4to. 

TarLok's Commentaries of Proclus, 4to, / 

"PHARMACOPOE1A of the London College, 4to. 

_ PoTTrr's Sophocles, 4to. | | 
'Pr1LosoPH. [RANSACTIONS of the Royal Society of London, 4to, 
ISI p. of the Royal Society of Edinburgh, 4to. | | 

LavaTER's Aphoriſms on Man, i2mo, 

 PogTAL on Mephitic Vapours and Canine Madnefs, gro. 

Miss SNMITH's Emmeline, or the Orphan of the Caſtle, 4 vols. 12mo, 

KzArz's Account of the Pelew Tlands, 4to. 

Goo on the Connexion of Lite with Reſpiration, 8vo. 

Wirxrws's Heetopades of Vecſhnco Sarma, 8vo. 

Nzwcome's Tranſlation of Ezckiel, 4to. 

From the accurate and elaborate manner in which theſe works are 
analyſed, the completion of ſome of them is unavoidably deferred to the 
ſecond volume. Beſides theſe analyſes of the principal works publiſhed 
in this year, this volume contains ſhort accounts ot a great number of 
books and pamphlets. of leſs conſequence ; criticiſms on new pieces of 
muſic; a review of the capital paintings in the laſt exhibition of the 
Royal Academy; the progrels of the arts; abſtracts of intereſting papers 
in the journals of Crell & De Rozier; chemical and medical diſcove- 
ries; notices of important literary plans in England; and regular ad- 
vertiſements, generally accompanzed with ſhort characters, of all the 
important beoks publiſhed in France, Spain, Italy, Germany, Pruffia, 
Holland, Sweden, Denmark, &c. ſhewing the employments of the 
learned in different parts of Europe, and pointing out to literary men 
here, the ſeurcet where they may derive information relative to the ſub- 
jets of their own purſuits. So complete a view of foreign literature 
has never yet been attempted in any Journal, and, it is preſumed, gives 
the NEW REVIEW a juſt claim to the title of | yy 

Tu HISTORY or Txt LITERATURE or EUROPE. 

The ſecond volume will commence with/the month of September, 


and be publiſhed on the firſt of October. 
= Communications are to be ſent to the publiſher, 
J. [ORNSON, No 72, ST. Paul's CHURCHñ VAR D, Lox box, 
where the firſt volume, or any Engle number, may be had, 
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